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Surface Water Quality Standards 
Delegate’s Table and Policy Forum 


Draft Agendas for Future Policy Forums 


 


Policy Forum 1: October 29, 2012  


 Orientation to Process 


 Updates on Toxics Reduction Initiative, Sediment Management Standards, and Fish 


Consumption Rates Technical Support Document 


 Introductions: Delegates and Staff 


 Schedule of future Policy Forum topics 


 Draft discharge scenarios for use in Policy Forum discussions 


 Cost Benefit Analysis – Administrative Procedures Act and Clean Water Act considerations 


Policy Forum 2: December 10, 2012 (tentative) 


 Updates on Toxics Reduction Initiative, Sediment Management Standards, and Fish 


Consumption Rates Technical Support Document 


 Current status of human health criteria in Washington 


 Scope of the Clean Water Act (CWA) 


 Finalized scenarios and discharge permit alternatives under current regulations 


(implementation tools) 


Policy Forum 3  


 Updates on Toxics Reduction Initiative, Sediment Management Standards, and Fish 


Consumption Rates Technical Support Document 


 Human health criteria: formulas and inputs (fish consumption rate, risk level, duration of 


exposure, body weight, etc.) 







 Risk levels – what they are, their history, and how they change the criteria 


 A comparison of levels of protection provided by some different regulatory programs (state and 


federal) 


 Scenarios – how changing the risk level changes the scenario outcomes 


Policy Forum 4 


 Updates on Toxics Reduction Initiative, Sediment Management Standards, and Fish 


Consumption Rates Technical Support Document 


 Identify criteria chemicals and options 


 Specific chemical issues:  methylmercury, arsenic, and PCBs 


 Scenarios – how specific changes and analytical approaches for methylmercury, arsenic, and 


PCBs change the scenario outcomes 


 Waterbody variances 


Policy Forum 5 


 CWA human health criteria and Washington Department of Health fish advisories 


 Chemicals of concern in Washington 


 Levels of protection - Carcinogens and non-carcinogens – science and policy issues 


 Can a reference dose drive the criteria for a carcinogenic chemical? 


 Scenarios – effect of criteria changes on PCB discharge scenarios, effect of different 303(d) 


listing approaches on scenario outcomes 


Policy Forum 6 


 Sources of toxics in Washington waters  


 Sources of fish and Clean Water Act coverage 


 Inputs to criterion calculation: uncertainty and compounded conservatism 


 Review from Policy Forum #2:  A comparison of levels of protection provided by some different 


regulatory programs (state and federal) 







 Scenarios:  detectable levels of human health criteria chemicals in effluent for selected 


discharge types, and reasonable potential determination for these discharges using different 


mixing zone assumptions 


Policy Forum 7 


 Science and policy discussion related to human health criteria 


 Fish consumption rates - policy choices and regional data 


 Other state’s fish consumption rates 


 Review:  Scope of the CWA 


 Environmental Justice issues 


 Tribal Treaty Rights  


 Scenarios:  How different policy choices on fish consumption effect criteria calculation and 


scenario outcomes. 


Future Policy Forum Agendas (as needed) 


 Specific input from delegates  


 Scenarios:  How these approaches affect scenario outcomes 


 What is likely to be in the draft proposed rules:  Discussion of most likely risk management 


directions for human health criteria CR-102 draft rule and most likely direction for 


implementation tools CR-102 draft rule. 


 






